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Although, historically, researchers have been primarily focusing on the influence of mother love, largely ignoring the influence of father 
love, on children’s developmental outcomes [1], a growing body of research shows that father’s love, affection, and care often have as 
strong or even stronger effects on children’s psycho-social development than do mother’s love and affection [2-5].

Results of a recent meta-analytic review have shown that father love has a significantly stronger relation with children’s psychological 
adjustment than mother love cross-culturally [6]. Moreover, in a review of a large number of cross-cultural studies, Rohner and Britner 
[7] have found that perceived paternal rejection or lack of love tends to have stronger negative implications than perceived maternal 
rejection for the development of depression, conduct disorder and substance abuse. Research literature further indicates that paternal 
love affects children’s development at all ages from infancy through adulthood [3]. A recent meta-analysis shows that the outcomes of 
paternal versus maternal love can be different for sons and daughters. For example, remembrance of maternal love in childhood showed 
significantly stronger relations with adult sons’ current psychological adjustment than that of adult daughters. Moreover, remembrances 
of paternal love in childhood showed significantly stronger relations with adult daughters’ psychological adjustment than did daughters’ 
remembrance of maternal love [2].

Bibliography

1.	 Rohner RP and Khaleque A. “Handbook for the study of parental acceptance and rejection”. Storrs, CT: Rohner Research Publications 
(2005).

2.	 Ali S., et al. “Pancultural gender differences in the relation between perceived parental acceptance and psychological adjustment of 
children and adult offspring: A mu meta-analytic review of worldwide research”. Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology 46.8 (2015): 
1059-1080.

3.	 Rohner RP and Veneziano RA. “The importance of father love: History and contemporary evidence”. Review of General Psychology 5.4 
(2001): 382-405.

4.	 Sultana S and Khaleque A. “Differential effects of perceived maternal and paternal acceptance on male and female adult offspring’s 
psychological adjustment”. Gender Issues 33.1 (2016): 42-52. 

5.	 Veneziano RA. “The relative importance of fathers versus mothers for offspring’s behavior: Theory and implications for future 
research”. Paper presented at the Second International Congress on Interpersonal Acceptance and Rejection, University of Crete, 
Rethymno, Greece (2008).

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022022115597754
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022022115597754
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022022115597754
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232550214_The_Importance_of_Father_Love_History_and_Contemporary_Evidence
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232550214_The_Importance_of_Father_Love_History_and_Contemporary_Evidence
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12147-015-9147-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12147-015-9147-0


964

Effects of Paternal and Maternal Love and Lack of Love on Children’s Psychological Adjustment and Maladjustment

Citation: Abdul Khaleque. “Effects of Paternal and Maternal Love and Lack of Love on Children’s Psychological Adjustment and 
Maladjustment”. EC Paediatrics 7.10 (2018): 963-964.

6.	 Khaleque A and Rohner RP. “Pancultural associations between perceived parental acceptance and psychological adjustment of children 
and adults: A metal analytic review of worldwide research”. Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology 43.5 (2012): 784-800. 

7.	 Rohner RP and Britner PA. “Worldwide mental health correlates of parental acceptance-rejection: Review of cross-cultural and intracul-
tural evidence”. Cross-Cultural Research 36.1 (2002): 16-47.

Volume 7 Issue 10 October 2018
©All rights reserved by Abdul Khaleque.

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022022111406120
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0022022111406120
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/106939710203600102
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/106939710203600102

	_GoBack

