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Introduction 

In the last decade, some countries in Sub-Saharan Africa have made progress in reducing maternal and perinatal deaths, but the rate 
of mortality is still high. All governments have made the commitment to improve maternal and child indicators, seeking alignment with 
the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. It is admitted that adequate information on the causes and circumstances of maternal and 
perinatal deaths is the indispensable element to make efforts to prevent future deaths. However, that implies having a robust surveillance 
and response system that identifies all adverse events in real time and helps to understand the underlying factors that contribute to these 
deaths and encourages the application of immediate actions to prevent future deaths [1].

Discussion

MPDSR is an intervention that allows to assess the causes and preventability of deaths. But its main purpose is, absolutely, to identify 
solutions to gaps in the management of the case(s) under consideration. The problem is that in some settings, one of the most challeng-
ing parts of the review process is the formulation of appropriate recommendations [2]. These are assumed to be the only mechanism of 
action for MPDSR [1]. Solutions should always be specific, measurable, appropriate, relevant and time-bound. Responsibility for tracking 
the progress of each solution should be assigned to specific individuals so that the findings from death reviews should lead to immediate 
actions to prevent similar deaths, especially those at health facilities. The gaps should be addressed at the point of care, especially those 
that require the action of other more distal stakeholders [3]. With the correct processes in place for sharing information, deaths that have 
a modifiable factor linked to the community or the referral pathway may lead to actions. That is why recommendations and appropriate 
responses are so important. Otherwise, significant results can´t be achieved and demotivation occurs [4].

Conclusion 

Directing efforts to close the observed gaps could be important in addressing the MPDSR audit process. Most examples of effective 
responses were targeted actions implemented in individual facilities. Therefore, at all levels the committees must be well structured with 
motivated staff and have the capacity to deal with all issues related to maternal and perinatal deaths. In my opinion, reducing and if pos-
sible minimizing maternal and perinatal deaths in Sub-Saharan Africa should be a top priority.



Citation: Paulo Campos. “Why Recommendations and Responses are So Important in a Maternal and Perinatal Deaths Surveillance and 
Response (MPDSR) Process?”. EC Gynaecology 12.3 (2023): 60-61.

Why Recommendations and Responses are So Important in a Maternal and Perinatal Deaths Surveillance and Response 
(MPDSR) Process?

61

Bibliography

1.	 WHO. “Making every baby count: audit and review of stillbirths and neonatal deaths”. Geneva, World Health Organization (2016).

2.	 Marston C., et al. “Community participation for transformative action on women’s, children’s and adolescents’ health”. Bulletin of the 
World Health Organization 94.5 (2016): 376-382.

3.	 MCSP. “Assessment of Maternal and Perinatal Death Surveillance and Response Implementation in Kagera and Mara Region, Tanza-
nia”. Washington (DC): Maternal Child Survival Program (2017). 

4.	 MCSP. “Assessment of Maternal and Perinatal Death Surveillance and Response Implementation in Nigeria”. Washington (DC): Ma-
ternal Child Survival Program (2017).

Volume 12 Issue 3 March 2023
©All rights reserved by Paulo Campos.

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241511223
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27152056/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27152056/
https://www.healthynewbornnetwork.org/hnn-content/uploads/Assessment-of-MPDSR-Implementation-in-Kagera-and-Mara-Region-Tanzania-Final-Report.pdf
https://www.healthynewbornnetwork.org/hnn-content/uploads/Assessment-of-MPDSR-Implementation-in-Kagera-and-Mara-Region-Tanzania-Final-Report.pdf
https://www.healthynewbornnetwork.org/hnn-content/uploads/Nigeria-national-MPDSR-Assessment-report-FINAL.pdf
https://www.healthynewbornnetwork.org/hnn-content/uploads/Nigeria-national-MPDSR-Assessment-report-FINAL.pdf

